
Further details about data collection, storage and use can be 
found in the Blooms for Bees Privacy Policy, available through 
the app and website. 

Coventry University, Priory Street, Coventry, United Kingdom, 
CV1 5FB. www.coventry.ac.uk 

The Royal Horticultural Society is a registered charity (222879/ 
SC038262).  The Royal Horticultural Society, 80 Vincent Square, 
London, SW1P 2PE.   www.rhs.org.uk

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust is a registered 
charity (1115634/ SC042830). Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust, Parkway House Business Centre, Eastleigh Works, 
Campbell Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 5AD.   www.
bumblebeeconservation.org

Garden Organic is a registered charity (298104) and the 
working name of the Henry Doubleday Research Association. 
Garden Organic, Ryton Gardens, Wolston Lane, Coventry, CV8 
3LG.   www.gardenorganic.org.uk

Pr
in

t 
da

te
 M

ar
ch

 2
01

7

Thank you for registering to take part. 
We hope you enjoy growing and surveying dahlias.

Don’t forget, you can also use the Blooms 
for Bees app to survey any flowering plant in 
your garden or allotment!

Like us on Facebook.com/BloomsForBees 
Search BloomsForBees on YouTube
Follow us on Twitter & Instagram 
@Blooms_For_Bees

Get close as this will allow us to see as much 

detail as possible. Bumblebees are unlikely to sting.

Try not to cast a shadow as this will 

often cause bumblebees to fly away and may affect 

the quality of your picture.

Take pictures from the side to capture 

key identification features. The colour of the tail is 

very important, as are any coloured bands on the 

body. It also helps if the picture shows the hind leg, 

as the presence or absence of a pollen basket will 

help us differentiate between some species.

Tips for photographing bumblebees

You have been provided with a packet of Dahlia Mignon Series seeds, which contains sachets for the white, red and 
purple colour forms.  The sachets are printed with the name ‘DAHLIAMIG’ followed by three letters which indicate 
the colour form – these are WHI, RED and PUR respectively. Each sachet contains 10 seeds. Sow all the seeds and 
select the three strongest plants from each colour form for the trial. 

It is worth keeping some spare seedlings in case your selected trial plants die. Spare plants can also be grown 
elsewhere in your garden or allotment, but please do not include these when monitoring your dahlias for the trial.

Grow your dahlias

When 
Sow in March or April 2017.

Where 
In trays or modules of seed or multipurpose compost.

Dahlia seeds germinate at around 18oC/64.4oF, so an 
indoor windowsill is ideal.

How 
Sow seed thinly, cover with 0.5cm of compost. Firm gently 
and keep moist. Label the trays according to colour form. 

Cover with a propagator lid, glass or polythene to aid 
germination. 

Keep at approximately 15-20°C/59-68oF. 
Seedlings should appear after 14 to 28 days.

Care 
If you used a cover, remove it when the seedlings emerge. 

When seedlings are large enough to handle, transplant 
them individually into 7.5cm/3inch pots. Hold seedlings 
by the leaves (they can survive a damaged leaf but not a 
squished stem). 

Remember to label every pot with the correct colour 
form as all your plants will look identical at this stage and 
can easily become mixed-up. 

Be careful not to overwater the plants while they get 
established in their new pots. 

If the roots fill their pots before the chance of frost has 
passed, transplant into larger pots.

Gradually acclimatise (harden-off) plants to outdoor 
conditions by standing them outside in a sheltered, shady 
spot for a few days in late May, protecting from frosts. For 
further details search www.rhs.org.uk for ‘hardening off 
tender plants’.  Protect from slugs.

Planting
Plant three plants from each colour form in their final, 
ideally sunny, position in your garden or allotment, after 
the risk of frost in your area has passed. 

If planting in the ground, space plants 25cm/10inches apart, 
grouping plants of the same colour together. 

If planting in tubs, place three plants in a large container 
(approximately 10litre or 30cm/12inches diameter), 
keeping plants of the same colour form together. 

Keep moist/well-watered and weed free. 
Protect from slugs.

If growing in tubs, feed weekly with a potassium rich feed 
for flowers and fruit.  A liquid tomato fertiliser is ideal.

Flowering
Your dahlias should start flowering from July and continue 
right up until the first frosts (usually October, although 
sometimes later).  

Remove dead flower heads to prolong flowering. Dead 
heads will appear cone shaped, whereas buds yet to 
flower will be spherical.

Tips
Dahlias can be susceptible to slug and snail damage. 
Minimise this by letting plants reach a good size before 
planting out, using barriers such as collars or crushed 
eggshells, or using iron based slug pellets as a last resort. 
Spare plants can be used to replace any losses.  

Dahlia flower heads are sometimes eaten by earwigs. If 
earwigs are present, stuff upturned plant pots with straw 
and place them on top of short sticks. Earwigs will retire 
to the pots during the day, at which point you can move 
them to another part of the garden.

Trial tips, updates and results will be posted on 

our website blog and will also be featured in the 

Blooms for Bees newsletter. 

Join the conversation on social media using 

#DahliaBlooms and take part in discussions on 

our blog.



When your dahlias have at least one open flower, you can begin to carry out surveys. 
Survey the three colour forms separately throughout their 2017 flowering period. 

Survey your dahlias

Many traditional bedding plants have been 
bred for appearance, often to the detriment 
of flower structure and function. Some 
cultivated varieties lack pollen and nectar, 
while others contain resources that are 
inaccessible to insects. Consequently, these 
colourful plants are often of little value 
to our declining pollinators and wider 
biodiversity.

There is increasing interest in bedding plants 
that are bright and cheerful, but also perfect 
for pollinators. These plants need to be 
desirable to gardeners, have a compact habit 
and produce an abundance of nectar and/or 
pollen rich flowers. We have some knowledge 
of suitable plant species, but less is known 
about the value of specific cultivars.

Some dahlias are excellent bedding plants, 
and one good example is the Mignon Series. 

These plants are compact and produce single 
(not double), pollen and nectar rich flowers 
which are thought to be popular with many 
pollinators. We have designed this simple 
trial to determine which bumblebees they 
are popular with and whether bumblebees 
demonstrate a colour preference within the 
series.

By taking part in this trial, you will be 
one of 2,200 participants from across 
the UK contributing to a national picture 
of bumblebee foraging in gardens and 
allotments. In addition to your surveys, the 
Blooms for Bees team will be measuring the 
amount of nectar and pollen produced by 
Mignon Series dahlias, and exploring whether 
this varies between the colour forms in 
the series. The results will help us improve 
recommendations of bedding plants that 
support bumblebees.

When 

When your plants are in flower, between July and 
October 2017.
It is best to survey on sunny, still days, although 
bumblebees will fly in overcast weather. 
Avoid surveying around midday on very hot days, 
as bumblebees will be less active.

How often 

It is up to you how often you survey your plants.
Try to survey at least once a month, but no more 
than once a week.  

How long

You will need to survey each colour form for 5 
minutes.

How

The easiest way to survey your dahlias and 
submit the data is using the Blooms for Bees 
app (available on Android and iOS from 1st April 
2017). 

If you do not have access to a smartphone or 
tablet, you can submit your records via the 
Blooms for Bees website. You will need a digital 
camera, a notebook and a timer. Full instructions 
and a survey form for this can be found on the 
website www.BloomsForBees.co.uk

Use the Blooms for Bees app

1. Download the app and register 

Download the free Blooms for Bees app 
from Google Play or the App Store. 

We need to collect some details about 
you and the garden or allotment where 
you will be conducting your surveys. 

This will enable us to get in touch if we have queries, and 
help us understand the effects of location and garden 
management.

Sign up using your email address and name. 

Add a location and provide details about your garden 
type, size, location and surroundings. You can also 
provide further details about garden characteristics, 
management and features if you wish.  
 

2. Choose a dahlia

Start a new survey. 

Select your location, then decide 
and record which dahlia plants you 
will survey.  When you type ‘dahlia’ in 
the plant search box several options 

will appear – please select Dahlia Mignon in the 
appropriate colour form. 

Count and record the number of open flower heads 
(floral units) on the three plants you are surveying. 

Take a picture of one of the open flowers and save 
the details.

3. Begin five minute survey

Begin survey and spend five minutes 
watching the three chosen dahlia plants.

You will need to take a picture of any 
bumblebees that land on the flowers. 

You only need to take a picture of each individual 
bumblebee once, so if the bumblebee moves between 
flowers you don’t need to report it again. 

Even if you don’t see any bumblebees, please still submit 
your data.

4. Photograph the bumblebees

Each time you see a new bumblebee add 
a sighting.

Take a picture of the bumblebee.

Bumblebees are fast moving insects and 
it will probably take some practice to 

capture good images. See the back page of this leaflet 
for tips.

If a bumblebee flies away before you manage to take 
a picture of it, you can report the sighting without a 
picture.

5. Identify the bumblebees

Try to identify the bumblebee and select 
a bumblebee species from the Bee 
Guide. 

You are most likely to see one of the 
eight common species, and probably 

some of the cuckoo species. The scarce species are very 
limited in their distributions, so check the maps in the 
Bee Guide to find out if they are present in your area. 

Bumblebees can be tricky to identify as they are variable 
and often fade over time. Don’t worry if you can’t 
identify the bumblebee – in this case select species 
unknown. 

6. Submit data for verification

You can either submit your survey 
record immediately, or save your record 
to submit at a later time (when you have 
access to Wi-Fi for example).

Saved data can be accessed through the 
my surveys section of the app. Here you can submit, 
amend and delete survey records, and find out if you 
managed to identify the bumblebee species correctly.

The project team hopes to check and verify your 
records within a couple of weeks, but if we receive a 
large number records this may take a little longer. 
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